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Data Tables
Data tables are useful for organizing the information collected during the experiment and provide the evidence to draw meaningful conclusions. Although there are no universal rules for constructing data tables, there are some general guidelines that can be followed to help organize data to make it easier to interpret. Supplementary data tables and graphs may be placed in the written report.
Table and Data Organization 
1. Organize the independent variable data (usually from smallest to largest value). 

2. Record the organized independent variable in the left column. 

3. Document the corresponding data for the dependent variable in the next column.

4. List the repeated trials in subdivisions under the corresponding dependent variable. 
5. Calculate and record the derived quantities such as averages in the farthest column to the right.
Titles, Headings and Footnotes

In large part, the clarity of the table depends on the text contained in the titles, headings and notes. These areas should convey the purpose of the table, define the variables or any terms used and explain any special codes or scales. Each table should be numbered and the title should make specific references to the variables of the study.
                   Table number                                   Independent Variable
Dependent Variable


Table ___

The Effect of ______ on the ____
	Subtitle of Independent Variable (units)
	Subtitle of Dependent Variable (units)
	Derived Quantity

	
	Trials
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	etc.
	



Formatting for the Display Board:

When report contains more than one table, the formatting should be consistent across tables: same fonts, heading style, and borders. Use the largest font possible to make the table readable. Use lines or shadowing per section to separate data as necessary..

For more information and practice on creating data tables go to:

Collecting and Using Data Web site from the Smithsonian Institution Libraries at:
http://www.sil.si.edu/exhibitions/chasing-venus/teachers/lessonplan7.htm
Wellesley College Statistical Analysis of Data Home Page (graphical presentation of data, use of Excel spreadsheet for data and statistical analysis) at:
http://www.wellesley.edu/Chemistry/stats/form1.html#return
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