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Everglades Diversity 

Scientific Naming Activity

Student Name ____________________   Period ______   Date _______________

Instructions: Research and learn about the great diversity of organisms in the Everglades. Complete the chart below with the scientific name, description and picture of the plants and animals listed. Use these websites to find the information you need:
· University of Michigan Museum of Zoology Animal Diversity Web at: http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html
· The BiologyBase web site at: http://www.scientificname.net/
· Botany.com at: http://www.botany.com/index1.html
· Plant Management in Florida Waters http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/manage/
	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Description
	Photo or drawing



	Ex. Sawgrass also known as Jamaica swamp grass
	Cladium jamaicense


	Plants with long narrow (grass-like leaves) that have sharp sometimes serrated edges. A dominant plant in the Everglades. It’s not really a grass but a monocot flowering plant.
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	Mangroves
	
	
	

	White water lily
	
	
	

	Gumbo Limbo
	
	
	

	Mahogany
	
	
	

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Description
	Photo or drawing



	Riverine grass shrimp
	
	
	

	Eastern mosquitofish
	
	
	

	Florida gar
	
	
	

	Alligator
	
	
	

	Pig frog
	
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	
	
	

	Snowy Egret 


	
	
	

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Description
	Photo or drawing



	Roseate Spoonbill
	
	
	

	American White Ibis

	
	
	

	Florida cottonmouth


	
	
	








Everglades Diversity 

Scientific Naming Activity

Answer Key

Student Name ____________________   Period ______   Date _______________

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Description
	Photo or drawing



	Ex. Sawgrass also known as Jamaica swamp grass
	Cladium jamaicense


	Plants with long narrow (grass-like leaves) that have sharp sometimes serrated edges. A dominant plant in the Everglades. It’s not really a grass but a monocot flowering plant.
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	Mangroves
	Rhizophora mangle
	Accept all correct answers.
	Accept all correct answers

	White water lily
	Nymphaea odorata


	
	

	Gumbo Limbo
	Bursera simaruba


	
	

	Mahogany
	Swietenia mahogoni

	
	

	Riverine grass shrimp
	Palaemonetes paludosus
	
	

	Eastern mosquitofish
	Gambusia holbrooki
	
	

	Florida gar
	Lepisosteus platyrhincus
	
	

	Alligator
	Alligator mississippiensis


	
	

	Pig frog
	Rana grulio


	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	Ardea herodias
	
	

	Snowy Egret 


	Egretta thula
	
	

	Roseate Spoonbill
	Platalea ajaja


	
	

	American White Ibis
	Eudocimus albus 


	
	

	Florida cottonmouth
	Agkistrodon piscivorus
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