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Materials

The materials section is a detailed list of the special materials and quantities needed for the experiment preferably in column form. 

In the case that specific equipment is used, this should be described including the model of the equipment or material and the capacity.

On occasions, a labeled diagram is more effective to explain equipment than a list.

Material lists should not be numbered as steps.
The list of materials is generally organized in order of most to least important materials. 
A material list should include the quantities and units (in the metric system) for each item.
When humans form part of the study, names are not used; instead Subject 1, Subject 2, etc. are used to preserve the confidentiality of each participant.

In the case of product comparisons, brand names should not be used, rather Brand A, B, etc.
Procedures

The procedures section is the step by step detailed description of how the experiment was carried out. This section should include what needs to be done to prepare for the experiment, what is done during testing and special clean up procedures at the end of the experiment. The procedures should focus on how the independent variable will be changed and how this will be measured. In the same manner it should explain how the changes in the dependent variable will be observed and measured along with a description of the experimental and control groups and the number or times or trials that the experiment will be performed. The variables that will remain constant should be identified. A well written experimental procedure enables others to duplicate the experiment exactly.
Write as a numbered list. Avoid the use of terms: first, second, then, etc.

The procedures should be written in order as they occur. 
The present tense is preferred for the procedures.  

You should include the number of trials and safety precautions within the procedures.
A flowchart is a visual manner of presenting the procedures on the board.

f the investigation.


Practice Writing your Materials and Procedures 

Student Name ____________________   Period ______   Date _______________


Materials: (list from most important to least important)














Procedures: (list step by step in a numerical order)

















