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                                               Abstract
The abstract is a complete but concise summary of the project. It tells the reader WHAT you did, WHY you did it, HOW you did it, WHAT you found, and WHAT it means.  Professional abstracts are made available on on-line databases to provide the reader with an overview of the research. The abstract should never exceed 250 words. The abstract is written after the experiment is completed but in the Science Fair board it will always appear in the left bottom corner. The format is usually written in block format following the title of the research.

The abstract should include the purpose, and a small outline of how the problem was studied (procedures/methods), the principal findings (results), a brief statement of what the findings mean (discussion and conclusion) a statement indicating if the hypothesis was accepted or rejected. Finally if possible the investigator should comment on the application of the project.

Problem statement/Purpose
The introduction should include a short statement of the problem or hypothesis being studied and the reason for investigating this topic.

The purpose of this investigation was to____
This investigation was about _________which is important because ____

Procedure
Include a summary of how the investigation was conducted. This should include the procedures done by the student but not by the mentor such as in preparation to do the experiment. How did you go about solving or making progress on the problem? What was the extent of your work? What important variables did you control, ignore, or measure? 
In order to conduct this investigation, ___ variables were studied. 
The procedures were ___
Results 
You should report the key results that deal directly with your conclusions. You do not have space for tables or graphs. When reporting results, use numbers and avoid vague, hand-waving results such as "very", "small", or "significant." 
The results of the experiment were_____
Conclusion

Conclusions should be stated briefly and compared to your initial hypothesis. Questions that should be answered as you write the conclusions are:

Does the data support the hypothesis? Why or why not? What are the implications of your answer? What are some of the applications and extensions of your investigation? 

The conclusions to this research are ____

I accept/reject my hypothesis because____
The contributions of this project are _____
Suggestions to write a clear abstract:

· Use the active rather than the passive voice.
· Use the past tense to describe what was found including specific variables manipulated or tests applied. 
· Use the third rather than the first person; do not use personal pronouns (I or we).
· Use the key words from the text when possible.
· Avoid unfamiliar terms such as acronyms and abbreviations or symbols.

· Use generic names for chemicals and drugs.
· Identify organism by their scientific names.

· Do not include tables, diagrams, equations or references.
. 

See next page for a picture of the Abstract form. Go to the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair site at: http://www.sciserv.org/isef/document/ to download a copy of the Abstract form as a PDF file. You can fill it out online if you have the Adobe Acrobat Professional program. You should print several copies to use for registering for the fair, to post on the board and to post on your Research paper.
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1. As a part of this research project, the student directly handled. manipulated, or interacted with (check ALL
that apply): human subjects Potentially hazardous biological agents:
vertebrate animals microorganisms 1DNA tissue

2. Student independently performed all procedures as outlined in this abstract. DYES DNO

3. Student worked or used equipment in a site other than school, field or home. |: Yes D No

4. This project is a continuation of previous research. D Yes D No

5. My display board includes non-published photographs/visual depictions of
humans (other than myself): DYE; DNO

1/We hereby certify that the above statements are correct and the
information provided in the Abstract is the result of one year’s research.
I/We also attest that the above properly reflects my/our own work. FOR INTEL ISEF
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ONLY

Finalist or Team Leader Signature Date

This embossed seal attests that this project is in compliance with all federal and state laws and
regulations and that all appropriate reviews and approvals have been obtained including the
final clearance by the Intel ISEF Scientific Review Committee.






Practice Writing your Abstract
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Start writing abstract here using 12-point type in black. 250 words permitted











Developed by Teresa Casal

Florida Coastal Everglades - Long Term Ecological Research Project

http://fcelter.fiu.edu

