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Last yearLast year’’s activitiess activities

FCE ActivitiesFCE Activities
–– Information Management Advisory Committee Information Management Advisory Committee 

(IMAC) (IMAC) 
–– EML (Ecological Metadata Language) updateEML (Ecological Metadata Language) update
–– Website updatesWebsite updates
–– Web server Web server –– Migration from Windows to LinuxMigration from Windows to Linux

LTER Network, ILTER ActivitiesLTER Network, ILTER Activities
–– Contributed data to Trends projectContributed data to Trends project
–– LTER Information Managers Meeting and the LTER Information Managers Meeting and the 

LTER ASM in Estes Park, COLTER ASM in Estes Park, CO
– Linda presented the keynote at Red Mex-LTER 

ASM earlier this month



Information Management Information Management 
Advisory Committee (IMAC)Advisory Committee (IMAC)

Reactivated after last yearReactivated after last year’’s ASMs ASM
Includes 5 members: Includes 5 members: 
– FCE Internal Executive Committee (IEC) member
– FCE Collaborator
– FCE Student
– FCE Technician
– FCE Education and outreach representative

Completed a questionnaire evaluating current Completed a questionnaire evaluating current 
website last summerwebsite last summer
WeWe’’re currently in the process of making changes re currently in the process of making changes 
based on IMAC recommendationsbased on IMAC recommendations



EML UpdateEML Update
This year, we started using XSL (Extensible Stylesheet This year, we started using XSL (Extensible Stylesheet 
Language) and stylesheets to make EML easier to read.Language) and stylesheets to make EML easier to read.

EML without XSL and stylesheets EML with XSL and stylesheets 
(HTML version – also available as 
text)



Trends ProjectTrends Project
Trends in LongTrends in Long--Term Ecological DataTerm Ecological Data

Collaborative effort among agencies and Collaborative effort among agencies and 
institutions to make longinstitutions to make long--term ecological term ecological 
data easy to access, analyze, and compare data easy to access, analyze, and compare 
across sites.across sites.

ProductsProducts
–– BookBook
–– Website Website 

http://http://trends.sagehost.net/index.phptrends.sagehost.net/index.php



Trends Project - Participating Sites



Trends Data Store ProjectTrends Data Store Project
An example of the importance of EML for Network level An example of the importance of EML for Network level 
synthesissynthesis

The Trends Data Store project at LNO automates the Trends The Trends Data Store project at LNO automates the Trends 
project data collection and processing steps.project data collection and processing steps.

Generalized WorkflowGeneralized Workflow

1.1. Sites collect and document timeSites collect and document time--series data (e.g., series data (e.g., 
climate, socialclimate, social--economics, ...)economics, ...)

2.2. Sites update Sites update EMLEML with a new revisionwith a new revision
3.3. EMLEML is harvested into is harvested into MetacatMetacat
4.4. EMLEML Loader/Parser loads new/updated dataset into Loader/Parser loads new/updated dataset into 

primary databaseprimary database
5.5. Data integration/transformation converts "raw" data into Data integration/transformation converts "raw" data into 

"derived" data"derived" data
6.6. Derived data is stored in secondary databaseDerived data is stored in secondary database
7.7. EMLEML is generated for derived data and is stored in is generated for derived data and is stored in 

MetacatMetacat
8.8. Derived data is made available to Trends websiteDerived data is made available to Trends website

SITE DATA

TRENDS
WEBSITE



Trends Project WebsiteTrends Project Website
http://http://trends.sagehost.net/index.phptrends.sagehost.net/index.php
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FCE Data StatisticsFCE Data Statistics
http://fcelter.fiu.edu/research/information_management/statistics/
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Future plansFuture plans

Gather project information for FCE IIGather project information for FCE II
–– New project formNew project form

Changes to the website based on Changes to the website based on 
IMAC recommendationsIMAC recommendations
ForumsForums
–– A tool for facilitating communication A tool for facilitating communication 

within and between working groups? within and between working groups? 



Website changesWebsite changes

Major goals:Major goals:
–– Make information more accessible to the Make information more accessible to the 

publicpublic
–– Make information more accessible to FCE Make information more accessible to FCE 

researchersresearchers
–– Include FCE II and FCE I informationInclude FCE II and FCE I information

Still need some working group Still need some working group 
abstracts for FCE IIabstracts for FCE II











ForumsForums
Would forums facilitate communication within and between 
working groups?
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